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Overview 

The provision of Climate Information Services (CIS) such as weather forecasts, alerts and 
warnings are of no use unless they are understood and acted upon by the intended users. 
Weather forecasts and warnings are only helpful if they reach the public and media in a 
simple and understandable format. It is, therefore, important that National Meteorological 
Services invest in ensuring that their products meet these criteria.  Kenya Meteorological 
Service (KMS) has over the years conducted sensitization and awareness campaigns 
coordinated by the public weather service unit, however support through the Ada Consortium 
has allowed these services to be expanded and new approaches to be investigated and 
trialled in the focus Counties. 
 
Evidence and Impact 
 
The ADA Consortium Project has helped KMS to increase its reach in some remote areas 
which otherwise could not have been reached within its own budgetary provision. Every 
season, more areas are visited and increased number of sensitization workshops are held 
with stakeholders. These activities have helped to increase the local understanding of CIS.  
Measurable quantitative evidence of increased CIS uptake is difficult to obtain, but it is clear 
that an increasing number of service enquiries and people now discuss weather forecasts in 
their day to day lives.  In addition to this, the demands and questions posed to County 
Directors of Meteorological services (CDMs) are increasingly focused towards the impacts of 
weather or climate on people’s livelihoods. 
 
This increase in CIS understanding and reach has been made possible by working with 
project partners to provide public workshops and literature material, local radio forums 
providing an opportunity to explain certain topical aspects of climate and the role of 
meteorological services. 
 
Ahead of each rainy season, workshops are held in many locations within the counties to 
provide basic information on meteorological services and their role in the socio-economic 
development of the country. Some of these explanations are downscaled to suit the County’s 
economic activities. 
In Kitui and Makueni, local radio stations and other stakeholders have been supplied with a 
translation of meteorological terms to Kikamba, local language. This made it easier for 
intermediaries to share CIS to the citizens in those counties.  
 
The initiatives listed above and the communication strategies developed by KMS have gone 
a long way in improving public understanding and, which will hopefully lead to improve 
uptake and use of CIS in the future. 
 
 
 



 

 

Specific Activites supported through the Ada Consortium 
 
Specific Ada Consortium activities which are leading to improved understanding of CIS 
include: 
 
 Translation of meteorological terms into Kikamba; a language widely used in the region 

of the project. This document has been shared widely, including to regional radio 
stations, which disseminate CIS in the region. The Kiswahili translation is complete and 
will as well be shared to all regional and national radio stations to help presenters use 
right words when explaining any aspect of CIS. This will go along way in improving the 
understanding of meteorological jargon which has previously caused a significant 
impediment to CIS uptake; 

 Regular meetings of CDMs with stakeholders held every season have helped to interpret 
monthly and seasonal forecasts correctly, and inform better sectoral advisories; 

 KMS staff have been trained on how to write forecasts in simple language which makes 
it easy for radio presenters and intermediaries to understand and therefore easy to 
translate to local languages; 

 Forecasts are now downscaled to be relevant to the livelihoods of the local communities. 
Previously, forecasts would be released at national level and left to users to interpret in 
their own way of understanding. Now CDMs downscale them to produce impact based 
advice. Further, the forecasts are downscaled to sub-county level, making it easy for 
communities to relate to the expected conditions and provide feedback. 

 Radio talk shows have increased following good relationship development during the 
sensitization workshops. More radio stations now dedicate time to discuss weather 
forecasts. This is aided by the simple manner in which the forecasts are written. 

 Improvements to the communications between KMS headquarters and radio stations 
have been supported using additional funding through the WMO VCP programme. 

 
 
 

 
Photos:  Meetings with stakeholders are held every season in Isiolo. 

 


